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brought to trial Hitler,, summoned as witness, was clever enough
to shift the issue from one of the legality of tampering with the
forces of the state to one of whether or not he and his movement
were acting "legally." Under oath as a witness he declared that
he would reach power only by constitutional means; there was
no need to use other means for two or three elections more would
give the party 51 per cent of the votes. Counsel was sceptical
and as they tried, by judicious quoting of party literature which
Hitler declared unofficial, to lure him into damaging admissions,
the Leader, never difficult to flurry, lost his temper and declared
again that only constitutional means would be used, but, when
they had been used to effect, a National Socialist government
would set up a revolutionary tribunal and "the heads of the
November traitors would roll"—a phrase that was greeted with
angry cries, laughter, and applause.
The paymasters were satisfied; they had feared that the "ex-
tremists"—even in the extremest of parties there are extremists-
had succeeded in winning him over definitely and now their fears
were allayed; they would risk the tribunal. But in the party there
was considerable dismay. It was not Strasser who was upset for
he knew that if the "policy of catastrophe" succeeded no one
would trouble a whit about the constitution. But the "putschists"
were taken sadly aback. A section of the Storm Troop leaders
resolved to strike for freedom under Stennes, the head of the
Storm Troopers for the whole of Eastern Germany. Before he could
do anything Hitler, warned beforehand, expelled him. Goebbels,
who was deep in the plot, got out of it just in time, and the whole
incident was a striking party triumph for Hitler. The rebels
appealed to the party, but not a man of the rank and file responded.
Whatever might be said of the officers the army was true to the
Leader.
Once again revolution was in the air as the government began
to take measures against the disturbance of public order. No fewer
than three decrees gravely curtailing the right of assembly and the
freedom of the press brought joint protests from the Communists
and National Socialists; the protests were not just academic, for
the party began to find its papers being suppressed and its propa-

